Job Description

Commercial Real Analyst

Applied Market Research Group

March 8, 2010

Position Title:  Real Estate Market Analyst 

Job Brief (Purpose):  The Credit Portfolio Management (CPM) team within Regions’ Risk Analytics Group is focused on the application of market analytics, valuation and assessment methodologies, and quantitative modeling.  CPM’s role is to identify concentration, capital aggregation, and anticipated risk migration issues in the real estate and commercial & industrial loan portfolios and recommend and implement appropriate risk migration measures to reduce unexpected losses in the portfolios.  For real estate CPM, developing and maintaining informed, forward-looking perspectives on anticipated real estate market performance for those markets in which Regions’ real estate lines have exposure is critical in identifying potential default risk.  These lines of business operate in commercial and residential real estate markets in strategic metropolitan area markets across the U.S.  
The Applied Market Research (AMR) group is a key contributor to the application of credit portfolio management to Regions’ residential and commercial real estate and commercial & industrial portfolios.  By conducting, communicating, and applying value-added real estate market research, the AMR group contributes to the achievement of the overall real estate CPM objectives. The AMR group also provides key Regions management with an informed and unbiased perspective on real estate and economic conditions in key markets, including early warnings of material changes in conditions on the basis of geographies and property types.  The AMR group has developed and will maintain market rating models to help in the assessment of the risk and the expected performance of Regions’ outstanding loan commitments and potential new loans in Regions’ key markets.

The research and analysis conducted by the AMR group also contributes to the assessment of concentrations, across both markets and property types, in Regions’ real estate loan portfolio and, as such, is a driver of risk mitigation/capital redeployment strategies.  The AMR group is also expected to provide insight into “markets of opportunity”, i.e., those markets in which Regions may have no, or limited, exposure but in which the consideration of increased exposure is warranted.  Finally, the AMR group also contributes to a greater understanding of overall real estate and economic conditions by fulfilling ad hoc requests for data and analysis from sales/service partners, and contributes periodic white papers discussing original and timely in-house research on topics pertaining to the residential and commercial real estate markets.
Essential Job Functions:  
· Monitor and analyze conditions in specified commercial and residential real estate markets, utilizing Regions’ internal data and external real estate, economic, and financial data and research.

· Maintain the AMR group’s real estate market rating models and produce regular Market Performance Assessment (MPA) reports for the assigned property type(s) in markets of interest.

· Monitor and analyze key economic and demographic trends in assigned geographic markets and report on key developments to AMR group manager and end users in real estate line of business.
· Contribute, based on the market analysis and assessment performed in this position, to the development of proprietary, forward-looking perspectives on anticipated performance in the assigned property type(s).

· Develop and maintain working relationships to obtain market insight; internally with the real estate line of business and other lending teams across Region’s group of markets, and externally with brokers, appraisers, and research professionals.

· Assist the AMR group manager in applying real estate market research to help guide Regions’ benchmark underwriting assumptions for assigned property type(s).
· Contribute to the development of specialized real estate market research pertaining to property type(s) and/or geographic markets of interest in order to increase the realizable value of real estate market resources for CPM and other end users and promote increased real estate line of business.

· Perform additional duties and/or project work as assigned.

Required Qualifications:  

· Undergraduate degree in finance, economics, or real estate.

· Three to five years experience in analysis of residential/commercial real estate markets.

· Demonstrated ability to identify key real estate market drivers, assess their impact on a given real estate market, and communicate related analysis and conclusions to AMR group manager and key decision makers.
· Demonstrated ability to analyze key economic and demographic trends on the metropolitan area level and assess how movements in these trends will impact the relevant supply/demand drivers for the assigned property type(s). 

· Demonstrated strong analytical and decision making skills.

· Highly developed written and oral communication skills.

· Knowledge of and experience with major real estate data providers, such as REIS, Inc, PPR, Real Capital Analytics, etc.

· Proficient with MS OFFICE suite.  

Compensation:  Salary commensurate with experience and skills.  In addition to base salary, Regions associates are eligible to participate in a broad range of benefits programs (health/dental/vision coverage, life insurance, etc.) as well as contribute to an employee-matched 401-k plan.

Job Location:  1901 6th Avenue North, Birmingham, AL 35203
